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This paper is to answer the strong request of the participants to my presen-
tation, "Attacking Group-work Problems", at the 9th ETA Conference (2000b).
As the involved strategies based on my years' studies (1995, 1997a, 1997b,
1998a, 1998b, 1999, 2000a, and 2000b) and practices are applicable to
students of any level, having the strategies published may be the best way to
share with a wider audience. Hopefully, this sharing will not only generate
positive feedback but also elicit more innovative strategies so that group work
will be both extensively and effectively employed to elevate variety, dynamics,
and learning efficacy in the EFL classrooms here.
The positive effect of cooperative learning (CL) in multiple aspects across
disciplines has long been verified (Cohen 1986, Foot et al. 1994, Hamm and
Adams 1992, Jaques 1991, Kessler 1992, Nunan 1993, Qin, Johnson and John-
son 1995, Reagon, Fox and Bleich 1994, Slavin et al. 1985 and among others).
Studies have also referred to its vital role in the postmodern world (Grabe and
Grabe 1985:410; Hargeaves 1994; Lunsford and Ede 1990). However, group
work definitely does not amount to cooperative learning as many teachers
today assume. In actuality, an almost equal number of studies (Cohen 1994,
Davis and Kyle 1994, Jaques 1991, Sharan 1980, Slavin 1990 and among
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